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Section 240 applies to all pleasure boats for private use or training purposes up to a hull length 
of 24 m.  It is changing and a new middle-water navigation zone has been created.  
 

Safety equipment appropriate for the type of cruising 
undertaken 
 

Basic Up to 2 nautical miles from a safe haven* 

Coastal Up to 6 nautical miles from a safe haven* 

Middle-water Between 6 and 60 nautical miles from a safe 

haven* 

Offshore Beyond 60 nautical miles from a safe haven* 

 

*Safe haven: Place on the coast where any craft, boat or vessel and its crew may make 

themselves safe by anchoring, landing or mooring and set off again without assistance. This 
concept takes account of the weather conditions at the time and the characteristics of the craft, 
boat or vessel. 
 

Special case: tenders – boats used to service the vessels that carry them – may not venture 

further than 300 m from a safe haven. The parent vessel is regarded as a safe haven. 
However, beyond 300 m from the coast, it is necessary for them to carry an illuminated location 
device and an individual buoyancy aid for each person on board.  
In French territorial waters, pleasure boats belonging to persons whose permanent or 
registered address is in France are subject to the same rules on safety equipment and 
pleasure boat licences as French boats, regardless of which flag they fly (Article 52 of the 
“Blue Economy Law” No 2016-816 of 20 June 2016). 
 

Limits to the use of the vessel 
The selection of distance from a safe haven is at the discretion of the skipper. He should take 
the design category of the boat into account when making his decision.  

Safety equipment for 
pleasure boats 
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Modernisation of the rules 
 
The skipper can choose the most suitable option from the equipment below.  He must ensure 
that the type of navigation corresponds to the design category of the boat (A-B-C or D). 
 
(1) Individual buoyancy aid (EIF) 

The performance level is stated in Newtons. The equipment must comply with the standard 
NF-EN 12402 or an equivalent standard. The equipment should be suitable for the physique 
of the user and have the following features: 
• 50N at least (buoyancy aid) for cruising up to 2 nautical miles from a safe haven 
• 100N at least (life jacket) for cruising up to 6 nautical miles from a safe haven 
• 150N at least (life jacket) for cruising in all zones 
• 100N at least (life jacket) for children up to 30 kg whatever the distance from a safe 
haven. 

These items should be approved or - marked. 
 

 Protective suit 

This equipment may be used instead of an individual buoyancy aid if it is worn at all times, it 
protects the torso and the abdomen and it has positive buoyancy up to 2 miles from a safe 
haven or 50 Newtons up to 6 miles from a safe haven. 
 
(2) Signalling light If you can't be seen, you can't be rescued  

An on-board waterproof flash light, or an individual signalling device (flash lamp or Cyalume) 
with a battery life of at least 6 hours fastened to each individual buoyancy aid. 
 
(3) Tide tables 

For basic and coastal navigation, it is sufficient to have some means of finding out the times 
of the daily tides in the relevant navigation zone. There is no mandatory requirement to carry 
tide tables on board. 
 
(4) Parachute rockets and hand-held red flares 

Since 1 January 2016 it has been possible to return expired flares to the point of sale when 
purchasing new flares. They should not be thrown away, stored or used as fireworks, since 
this may trigger a marine rescue operation. 
 
(5) VHF  
Since 1 January 2017, a fixed VHF radio has been mandatory for semi-offshore 
navigation. It is no longer obligatory to carry three parachute flares and two smoke 
flares. 
 

Craft which are marked 
 

Follow the builder's recommendations in the owner's manual. The builder or his authorised 
representative should be able to advise you.  
 

You can download the whole of Section 240 from the www.mer.gouv.fr website 
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Advice from lifeboat men 

 
Make sure the safety equipment on board is appropriate for the cruising undertaken. 

The equipment required by the regulations is often the minimum necessary. Whatever the 
case, always carry the following equipment as a matter of course: 

 a VHF radio, preferably choose a VHF radio with DSC; 

 a knife and the minimum tools appropriate for your boat; 

 a pair of gloves to avoid burning yourself if you have to set off hand-held flares; 

 a watch; 

 a box of spare parts, including a fuel filter and electric bulbs; 

 extra batteries to run accessories such as portable radio, torch and portable 
navigation devices;  

 a spare circuit breaker for vessels where it is required; 

 a thermal survival blanket. 

 a boat hook 
 
Everyone on board should know how the safety equipment works and where it is kept.  

 
Buoyancy aids and life jackets are only useful if they are worn. 

 
Today, an inflatable life jacket is easy to store and light to wear and is an essential item 
for ensuring your safety at sea. Wear one and make others wear one as a matter of 
course as soon as you are on the water, especially in tenders. 

Always use one with a crotch strap. 
 
There is a wide range of equipment on the market suitable for engaging in various aquatic 
leisure pursuits. 

 Check thoroughly that it complies with regulations. 
 Check regularly that it is in good working order. 
 Do not store it out in the sun and, after each use, rinse it in fresh water and allow it 

to dry.  
 
www.snsm.org 
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